Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.014 Å; R factor = 0.067; wR factor = 0.161; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.7.
Related literature
For background and further synthetic details, see: Guerard et al. (2009) ; Bovicelli et al. (2007) . For standard bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . For a related structure, see: Zhu et al. (2011) Experimental Crystal data Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.067 wR(F 2 ) = 0.161 S = 1.00 3416 reflections 217 parameters 1 restraint H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.63 e Å À3 Á min = À0.72 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (iii) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (iv) x þ 1; y À 1; z À 1.
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Comment
The title compound is used as a key intermediate in drug synthesis, and has been synthesized following a procedure described previously by (Bovicelli et al., 2007) . We report herein on its synthesis and crystal structure.
The title compound crystallized with two independent molecules (A & B) in the asymmetric unit ( Fig. 1 ). They differ significantly in conformation, as may be seen from the torsion angles in the 2-hydroxyethyl chain. For molecule A the torsion angles C1-C6-C7-C8 and C6-C7-C8-O2 are -56.6 (14) and -68.0 (13)°, respectively, while the corresponding torsion angles C13-C14-C15-C16 and C14-C15-C16-O4 in molecule B are -82.6 (12) and 172.2 (9)°, respectively.
The bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and bond angles are otherwise within normal ranges. (Table 1) , and weak π···π stacking interactions involving the aromatic rings with their inversion related rings. The centroid-centroid distances are 3.931 (6) Å for Cg1···Cg1 i [Cg1 is the centroid of ring (C1-C6); symmetry code (i) -x + 1, -y + 1, -z + 2] and 3.581 (6) Å for Cg2···Cg2 ii [Cg2 is the centroid of ring (C9-C14); symmetry code (ii) -x + 2, -y, -z + 1]. There is also a short Br1···Br4 iii interaction present [3.599 (2) Å; symmetry code: (iii) -x + 1, -y, -z + 2]. These interactions result in the formation of two-dimensional networks lieing parallel to the ab plane ( Fig. 3 ).
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized using a slightly modified version of the procedure reported on by (Bovicelli et al., 2007) , using twice the quantity of NaBr. To a solution of 4-hydroxyphenethyl alcohol (217.4 mmol, 30 g) and NaBr (434.8 mmol, 44.34 g) in acetone (600 ml), a solution of oxone (200 g) in water (1 L) was added dropwise at 263 K within 3 h. The progress of the reaction was monitored by thin-layer chromatography (TLC, hexane/ethyl acetate 3:2), and when the reaction was over (complete consumption of the substrate), AcOEt (500 ml) was added to the mixture. The organic layer was separated, and the aqueous phase was extracted with two 300 mL portions of AcOEt (300 ml). The combined organic solutions were washed with water (300 ml), dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 (white power,100 g), and evaporated. The product obtained in almost quantitative yield (59.7 g), appeared to be spectroscopically pure: white solid. Crystals of the title compound, suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis, were obtained by slow evaporation of an acetone solution at room temperature. Table 1 for details). O3-H3O···Br2 iv 0.85 2.55 3.291 (7) 
